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Summit Park Elementary School students will develop excellence in academics, character, and habits of mind by participating in 
engaging learning experiences that promote 21st century skills.

Dear Parents and Guardians, 
Summit Park was inundated by a wide variety of book characters including Harry Potter 
characters, super heroes, and more at our annual Book Character Day this past Monday. 
It was a fun way to end Red Ribbon Week and close out the 1st quarter of the school year! 
We will continue sharing our love for reading during American Education Week with the 
Scholastic Book Fair. Many of our 5th graders are also participating in BCPS’s Battle of the 
Books, led by Mrs. Bondroff. Teams will be reading several MD Black Eyed Susan Award 
winning books and participate in a quiz-show in May to share their knowledge while 
competing against other county school teams! SPES students LOVE to read!!

This week, months of hard work and planning culminate in two 50th Anniversary 
celebrations! Thursday, November 10th our students will participate in activities throughout 
the day, reflecting on what school-life was like over the past five decades and envisioning 
what the next 50 years will bring. Each student will receive a special memento and are 
encouraged to wear SPES Spirit Wear that day! Sunday, November 13th former students 
and former and current staff are invited to a reception in the school cafeteria, including 
a musical performance by current students and an opportunity to reunite with old friends.

Later this month you will have the opportunity to visit your child’s classroom during 
American Education Week. Please look for the American Education Week flyer in this 
newsletter for grade-level visitation days. To continue the home-school connection all 
parents/guardians should have a conference to discuss your child’s learning. Report 
cards go home Thursday, November 10th and schools are closed for students Friday, 
November 11th for Conference Day. Thank you in advance for working as a team with your 
child’s teacher to advance his or her achievement!

Finally, November is the month to give thanks. We are thankful for our PTA, teachers, 
students and parents, who continually show the spirit of giving. Together, we have 
successfully collected pennies for the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society, this weekend many 
will participate in “Kids Helping Hopkins” by building bears for children who are ill, and later 
in the month our 4th and 5th graders will be collecting socks for area shelters. Giving to 
others is a valuable lesson for our students and it is wonderful to see it modeled for them 
in so many ways. 

Schools will be closed on November 24 and 25
for Thanksgiving break. We hope everyone 
enjoys this very special holiday by celebrating
with family and friends!
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DATE GRADE

Monday, 11/14 Grade 3   
Grade 4 9:00 – 10:00

Tuesday, 11/15 Grade 1     9:00 – 10:00
Grade 5     10:10 – 11:55

Wednesday, 11/16 Grade 2

Thursday, 11/17 Kindergarten, including Ms. Kate’s 
Mrs. Schneider’s class
Ms. Keith’s class 9:00 - 10:00 or 11:15 - 11:45

We look forward to welcoming many parents during American Education Week which 
will be celebrated November 14 – 18. To accommodate our many guests, we have 
designated a specific date and time for each grade to be visited, however you are 
welcome anytime in the morning. We will not be able to accommodate younger 
siblings in strollers in the classrooms or parents and grandparents eating lunch with 
their child due to lack of space. Each class will be sending home an invitation that will 
indicate their class schedule as well as specific times for visitation.

Summit Park Elementary will join forces with several other Baltimore County 
elementary schools for “Kid’s Helping Hopkins” Build a Bear Weekend. The event will 
take place at the Build a Bear store at Towson Town Mall the weekend of November 
5th-6th, 2016 from 11am-4pm each day. Teachers, staff, students, and their 
families, as well as local community members are invited to come to the store any 
time at their leisure over the two days, in order to build teddy bears for sick 
children. All bears created will be donated to The Johns Hopkins Children’s Center on 
behalf of the schools involved. Bears can be made for as little as 
$12.00 + tax. We are expecting a positive turn-out and are hoping to
build over 200 teddy bears! Teachers will be on hand both days to help,
and all of the bears will be delivered to the Child Life Department of 
The Johns Hopkins Children’s Center
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S U M M I T  P A R K ” S  5 0 t h A N N I V E R S A R Y

We are very excited to be celebrating Summit Park’s 50th Anniversary this year! Our 
school-wide celebration for students and staff will be held on Thursday, November 
10, 2016. Each grade level will decorate our hallways with artwork reflective of the 
past five decades and a musical performance covering songs from the 1960’s to 
2016 will be led by Mrs. Skidmore. The 4th and 5th graders participating in the special 
chorus for Summit Park’s 50th Anniversary Celebration are excited to perform on 
Sunday, November 13. Those students should report to the music room at 1:00 pm 
for their 1:15 pm performance time. The students will be free to leave at 1:30 
pm. Please contact Mrs. Skidmore at (410) 887-1210 or jskidmore@bcps.org if you 
have any questions. Former students and former and current staff are invited to a 
reception on Sunday, November 13th from 1-3 PM in our cafeteria. If you would like 
to contribute to our 50th Anniversary Celebration, donations can be made to Summit 
Park Elementary School. Please send your donation in an envelope labeled with your 
child’s name and marked “50th Anniversary Celebration”.
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P I C T U R E  R E TA K E  D AY
School portraits were taken by Lifetouch Portraits last month. If you received pictures
(not the proof packet) with which you are dissatisfied, please keep them and send them 
to school with your child on November 10. They will be able to “exchange” them with the 
photographer on that day for a new portrait session. Students who were absent on 
picture day or wish to have a new picture will also have the opportunity to be 
photographed. Please pick up an order form from the front office if you wish to 
purchase pictures. Remember this is a pay first occurrence unlike in the Spring when 
you can view the pictures first and then decide to buy. If you have any questions about 
pictures that you received, please call Lifetouch at 1-800-445-1189.

Starting on Friday, November 4, 2016, when parents log into BCPS One, a 
Communication Center will appear in the upper right corner of the landing page.(See 
sample attached to this newsletter) This new feature will be used as a tool to 
share BCPS One related announcements with parents. Announcements shared with 
parents in the Communication Center will also be published in BCPS One Highlights.

COMMUNICATION CENTER COMING SOON:
LAUNCHES FOR PARENTS 11/4/16

mailto:jskidmore@bcps.org
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N U R S E ’ s  N E W S

As many of you know, last month we celebrated Red Ribbon Week. It is an 
important week to talk to your children about making good choices when it 
comes to drugs, alcohol, tobacco and safety. We have had special activities 
planned during the week such as “Sock It To Drugs Day”, “Hats Off to Being Drug 
Free” and “Living Without Drugs is No Sweat”. Students learned the hazards of 
drugs, alcohol and tobacco over the morning announcements. This week the 
teachers discussed Halloween safety and the Kindergarten students met with 
McGruff, the Crime Dog from the Baltimore County Police Department to discuss 
safety during the season. 

Pediculosis or head lice is a common occurrence in elementary school children.  
Children do not get this seasonally but at any time during the school year, usually 
by having head to head contact.  Students who are found to have live lice in their 
hair are excluded from school until they are treated and free of live lice. 
Students may remain in school with nits (yellowish, white eggs) as long as there 
are no live lice and the nits are not increasing in number. Please check your child 
periodically throughout the year. Look for itching, red marks and lines at the base 
of the neck and behind the ears. Nits are tiny, white, oval and sticky. They are 
found on the hair shaft and need to be pulled off with a fingernail or lice comb. 
Live lice are small, black bugs with wings. They do not jump or fly. Meticulous care 
is needed to get rid of lice. This includes an OTC treatment or Sklice (a 
prescription), continuous combing and removing the nits on a daily basis. It may 
take up to a month for the student to be free of lice. If you have any questions, 
I am happy to review the policy and the treatments with you. If your child has 
lice, please call or email me at jvarhaftik@bcps.org so that I may review the 
necessary steps needed to eliminate it. Please see the attachment from BCPS 
Health services in this newsletter.

Please remember to send in an extra set of clothes for your child (no matter 
what their grade) to keep in their locker for the cooler months.  Many students 
need to change their clothes periodically due to accidents, spills, or just need a 
change of clothes) and they would rather have their own personal belongings 
than to wear my extra clothing. 

NOVEMBER 2016

mailto:jvarhaftik@bcps.org
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C O U N S E L O R ’ S  C O R N E R
Please support Pennies for Patients!  Summit Park 
Elementary students are taking part in the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society’s (LLS) 
Pennies for Patients program from October 31st through November 18th. During 
this program, students will collect money to support LLS’s mission: to find cures 
and ensure access to treatments for blood cancer patients. Students will learn 
about service, leadership, philanthropy, and how they can make a difference by 
changing patients’ lives. Summit Park Elementary has its own online giving page that 
students, parents, and faculty can share with friends and family: 
http://events.lls.org/pages/md/Summit-Park-Elementary-School-2017. Thank you 
in advance for your care and support! Our goal is $2,000. Let’s help LLC create a 
world without blood cancers. 

L I B R A R Y  G I F T  F U N D
In honor of their birthdays in October, the following students donated books to our 
library: James A., Ava B., Julia B., Marc C., Evie E., Lance F., Alex G., Sashrika K., 
Edward K., Cayla L., Hayden P., Chase R., Benjamin S., Eva S., Alex Y., and Nikita Y. We 
appreciate their donations and the books are available for all students to enjoy. We 
send happy birthday wishes and special thanks to each of these students. Happy 
Birthday!
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F I R S T  Q U A R T E R  A T T E N D A N C E  L E T T E R S / M A K E U P  W O R K
After the first marking period, we review all students’ attendance. Letters will be 
mailed home if there are excessive absences, early dismissals, or tardy arrivals. 
Please continue to ensure excellent attendance for your child at school by refraining 
from taking vacations and unexcused days away from school. We understand that 
sickness and medical appointments are sometimes necessary during the school day. 
Whenever returning to school from being absent, please be sure to send a note 
explaining the absence with your child. 

BCPS RULE 5120 addresses absences and make-up work: 
A. It is the responsibility of the student or his/her parent/guardian to request missed 
assignments for each lawful absence. 
B. Teachers will assist students in making up missed work for excused absences. 
C. Students absent for unlawful reasons are not entitled to make-up work.

http://events.lls.org/pages/md/Summit-Park-Elementary-School-2017
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P I K E S V I L L E  P A R E N T  N I G H T - C H A N G E  O F  D A T E
Ft. Garrison and Summit Park Elementary parents of 3rd, 4th and 5th graders are 
invited to a special event! A panel of student representatives from Pikesville Middle 
and Pikesville High Schools will share their collective experiences and the exciting 
opportunities available at our area schools. Ms. Reid, PHS principal, and Ms. Miller PMS 
principal, will join us for this informative evening.

When: Monday, November 28, 2016
Time: 6:00—7 PM

Where: Ft. Garrison Elementary, Library

S C H O L A S T I C  B O O K  F A I R
Surrounding children with books in libraries, classrooms, and at home positively 
affects reading interest and achievement. Summit Park’s Book Fair opens on 
Monday, November 14 and runs through November 18. Every child will have a 
chance to go to the book fair to purchase books before school and during their 
assigned library class time. Family Night is Tuesday, November 15, 6:00 – 7:30 P.M. 
The class visiting schedule was sent home earlier this week. If you are interested in 
volunteering, contact Beth Armacost at blarmacost@verizon.net. Thank You!
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O U T S TA N D I N G  A T T E N D A N C E
We had 336 students out of a population of 492 students who are being recognized 
for Excellent Attendance in the 1st quarter by being absent or late no more than a 
total of 2 times. The list of these students is attached. 

Way to go Summit Park students!!

L A S T  C A L L  F O R  M A G N E T  S C H O O L  A P P L I C A T I O N S
If you are applying to a magnet program for next year, don’t forget ALL magnet 
school applications MUST be received in the Office of Magnet Programs by 
NOVEMBER 18, 2016, in order to be considered. It is suggested that an online 
application be submitted at www.bcps.org/offices/omp versus using the postal 
service. Don’t be late. Certified Mail is recommended if you choose to mail your 
application. Applications that are postmarked after the deadline will not be 
considered. If you need more information about the magnet application process, 
please see Mrs. Marks. 

mailto:blarmacost@verizon.net
http://www.bcps.org/offices/omp
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SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5 –SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6
Kids Helping Hopkins – Build-A-Bear at Towson Town Center – 11:00 A.M. – 4:00 P.M.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 8
Election Day- Schools Closed

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 10
School wide 50th Anniversary Celebration – 9:00 A.M.- 3:00 P.M. 
Distribution of Report Cards
Parents’ Night Out- Mt. Washington Tavern 7:00 P.M.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 11
Elementary Conference Day - Schools Closed For Students

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13
SPES 50th Anniversary celebration – 1:00-3:00 P.M. 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 14 - FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 18
American Education Week- Class Visitation Schedule is enclosed
Scholastic Book Fair

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 15
Book Fair Family Night – 6:00-7:30 P.M.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 18
Magnet Applications Due

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 19
Beauty and the Beast performance-
Mercy High School- 2:00 P.M.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 24 – FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 25
Thanksgiving Holiday- Schools Closed
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Looking Ahead:
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 1
Parent Night Out- Cupcake 
Decorating – More details to 
follow

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 7
PTA Meeting – 6:30 P.M. – SPES 
Library
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Art News from Mrs. Bentley 

During the month of October until November 10th, the 
following students have work on display at the Pulaski Complex 
in Timonium: 

Katelynn A. kindergarten 

Emma S. kindergarten 

Stella R. kindergarten 

Mara kindergarten 

Lara H. kindergarten 

Madison K. kindergarten 

Yulia A. Kindergarten 

Dylan B. kindergarten 

Abby L. grade 1 

Abigail L. grade 1 

Isra A. grade 1 

Musslima S. grade 1 

Tessa grade 1 

Danielle S. grade 2 

Nikita grade 2 

Lilliana grade 2 

Ruby L. grade 3 

Chloe C. grade 3 

Justin y. grade 3 

Alex G. grade 3 

Sam S. grade 3 

Maddie P. grade 3 

Rylan grade 3 

Miriam B. grade 3 

Dorian D. grade 4 

Peter Shkolnik grade 5 

Ella B. grade 5 

Maria R. grade 5 

Allison A. grade 5 

 

Congratulations to the following students from the 3rd grade whose posters were chosen by the 
Summit Park staff to go on to the county wide Annual Fire Prevention Poster contest; Oli H., 
Molly P., and Samual S. The winners will be announced sometime during the first week of 
November. 

 

In other art news, all 3rd grade classes as well as two 5th grade classes are participating in an 
activity entitled “Artist Trading Cards.” Each child will create 10 small works of art using 
different media but based on one theme and then they will trade their cards with other 
elementary schools in the county that are also participating in this fun and enriching activity. The 
idea is for kids to learn about other styles, meet other students in the county, and to hopefully 
motivate and inspire each other in their creative thinking process. 



 



Grading & Reporting 

Par en t  In f orma t i on  on R e a d i n g  Y o u r  
C h i l d ’ s  

R e p o r t  C a r d

Early dismissals 
have been added 

**Effort grades 
will no longer be 
assigned

An achievement 
grade will be 
assigned for each 
subject area

A category rating will 
be assigned which 
indicate your child’s 
level of understanding 
and application of 
standards

T h i r d ,  F o u r t h ,  &  F i f t h  G r a d e s



Grading & Reporting 

Par en t  In f orma t i on  on R e a d i n g  Y o u r  
C h i l d ’ s  

R e p o r t  C a r d

T h i r d ,  F o u r t h ,  &  F i f t h  G r a d e s

Special Areas will 
assign Achievement 
codes as well

Your child’s teachers 
will collaborate to 
assign a rating using 
the Skills and 
Conduct Indicators 
pictured below

Comments will be 
provided by your 
child’s ELA and math 
teachers

**The rating scale 
for the new Skills and 
Conduct Indicators is 
opposite of the old 
ratings used for 
Learning Skills and 
Behaviors in the past. 

3- Meeting (Consistently)
2- Developing (Sometimes)
1- Insufficient Progress (Rarely)
0- No Evidence (Does not)
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Par en t  In f orma t i on  on R e a d i n g  Y o u r  
C h i l d ’ s  

R e p o r t  C a r d

F I R ST  G R A D E  &  S E C O N D  G R A D E

Early dismissals 
have been added 

**Effort grades 
will no longer be 
assigned

Achievement 
codes will be 
assigned for 
each subject 
area

CD- Consistently 
demonstrating
P- Progressing
N- Needs improvement
NA- Not applicable
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1- Insufficient Progress (Rarely)
0- No Evidence (Does not)



School Portraits

F16PPUS © 2016 Lifetouch National School Studios Inc. 

Picture Day is Coming
Ya llega el Día de la Foto 

1

2

3

VISIT: VISITA:

ENTER 
your Picture Day ID:
INGRESA tu identificación del día de la foto:

ORDER 
your perfect package—and 
don’t worry about returning 
anything on Picture Day!
ENCARGA tu paquete perfecto, ¡y no te preocupes por 
devolver nada el Día de la Foto!

mylifetouch.comOrder before Picture Day at
Encarga antes del Día de la Foto en mylifetouch.com

FREE digital image with online  
purchase when you join  
myFamily RewardsTM program.

GRATIS la imagen digital con la compra por internet cuando te unes al programa Premios miFamilia.TM

PICTURE DAY IS:
EL DÍA DE LA FOTO ES EL:

!yaD ekateR   loohcS yratnemelE kraP timmuS
 :etaD yaD erutciP  6102 ,01 rebmevoN ,yadsruhT

 \  6102 ,erbmeivon ed 01 ,seveuj

 1Q082616JM

 0077-446-014
 moc.hcuotefil@srewsna

 
 

//:sptth ym . hcuotefil moc. /dIyaDerutcip/hcuotefilym/  1Q082616JM
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